
Fallen From Heaven? Cont… 
 

Last time we talked about the account in Luke 10 when Christ said in the 18th verse, "I 
beheld Satan like lightning, fall from heaven". Looking into the context of the gospel 
work being done by His disciples in verse previous and the power given to them in the 
verse preceding. We understand Christ to have been talking about how he witnessed 
the fall of Satan in the high places, of man's hearts. We also looked into Isaiah 14 which 
was prophecy concerning the freedom of Israel from the iron grip of Babylons rule and 
slavery. With an application today, we understand Satans kingdom on this earth to be 
as Babylon, enslaving the souls of man, and Christ came to give freedom and pardon. 
So that we may become members of His royal, all powerfully kingdom, by His blood and 
mercy.  
 
Tonight I want us to take a look into scriptures that we must understand are written to 
be symbolic in nature. Many have read from these, many have built doctrine on these, 
and many have missed the truth that is found in these.  
 
"Before proceeding with the interpretation of this wonderful book, it will be necessary for 
us to pause and make inquiry concerning the nature of the language employed in its 
prophecies and concerning the mode of its interpretation."  
 
The Revelation Explained, F. G. Smith pg.15 
 
Revelation 12:9  
 
This is another scripture so commonly used to support the thought and doctrines Satan 
falling from heaven, cast out from heaven due to his rebellion.  
 
Let's look into the whole chapter tonight  
 
Revelation 12 
 
Let's piece this out and begin with the first six verses  
 
1-6 
 
There are three characters that we should focus on in this account. Who are they?  
 

1.) The woman 
2.) The Man Child 



3.) The Dragon  
 
Now who are they?  
 
"This woman is an appropriate symbol of the church of God, which is composed of 
living, intelligent beings; and that it is the true and an apostate one, is shown by the fact 
that upon her flight into the wilderness she had a place prepared of God where she was 
nourished for 1260 days."  
 
The Revelation Explained, F. G. Smith pg. 213 
 
So this woman is to be understood as the pure Church of God. The church unified 
under and by the cross and Jesus Christ. The moon being the old covenant, the church 
has risen from, being clothed by the sun being representative of the Glory and 
brightness that she has, and the crown of twelve stars, the apostles.  
 
Now for the Dragon: 
 
"The Dragon, a beast from the natural world, would properly symbolize a tyrannical, 
persecuting government."  
 
The Revelation Explained, F. G. Smith pg. 214 
 
There's a tremendous amount of symbolism and specific correspondence with this 
dragon, that is wonderful. I'd encourage those interested to go read the book, it can be 
found in the bookstore at Monark. I don't want us to be bogged down with the entirety of 
the symbols and detract from the subject of the study.  
 
Now for the man Child: 
 
This symbol is by so many and so easily supposed to be Jesus Christ, but we know this 
can't be such a reality. As Christ beast not birthed by the church, rather the church was 
built by Him. So this symbol must be understood as the converts of the early church of 
God. 
 
This portion is the paint a picture of the persecution that the early church was going to 
face and was currently facing, and that the church will continue to face as she is faithful 
to her call.  
 
7-12 



 
We see in this account the same dragon, which at this time was to represent the pagan 
Roman kingdom and it's government. Yet we see the Devil and Satan used. To 
understand why, we must understand the history and linguistics of the use of these. The 
Hebrews used Satan and devil very liberally, as they had not nearly as much of an 
inflection and impact as they do today in english.  
 
Devil - G1228 : diablos 
Διάβολος - dee-ab'-ol-os 
False accuser, slanderer 
 
Satan - G4567 : Satanás 
Σατανα̈ς - Sat-an-as' 
The accuser  
 
Given their translations from the original Greek to English we can see the difference in 
inflections. Historically these were used to call someone or something that was in 
opposition.  
 
So given that this dragon is to symbolize a tyrannical and persecuting government, 
specifically that of Rome and with consideration to the linguistic and historical contexts 
to Satan and Devil. We can conclude this isn't to symbolize the rise and fall of Satan 
and his angels in heaven against God.  
 
So that leaves us with the question; what does this mean?  
 
Paganism. Paganism is the opposer of the Church of God.  
 
"Paganism stood as a great opposer of Christianity, hence was a Satan (adversary) 
unto it; while the apostle denominated it's religious rites as devil-worship. I do not 
question the fact that the spirit of Beelzebub was manifested in the thing; but the dragon 
itself was the empire, as is proved by the heads and the horns."  
 
The Revelation Explained, F. G. Smith, pg. 221 
 
These scriptures are then to be understood and the war between the Church and the 
government of man. The victory over paganism and it's evil.  
 
 


