
Fallen From Heaven?  
 
The inspiration for this study comes from a question I was asked to answer. Being 
deeply unprepared to give an answer at that moment, I promised to study the topic and 
get back to that person. The question asked was this: "Was Satan really an angel in 
heaven, cast out?"  
 
Short answer: no  
 
Short answers however do not always meet the needs of those who ask us questions. 
This theology of lucifer, Satan the devil, being an angel fallen from heaven. Cast out 
due to rebelion is one that is widely accepted and taught within Christendom. When 
looking into the teachings I found this answer given by someone on this website.  
 
" https://www.gotquestions.org/Satan-fall-like-lightning.html " 
 
What do the scriptures say though?  
 
Let's tackle the first scripture given, which is what this initial question stems from:  
 
Luke 10:18 
 
As I've said before and will always say, context of every form is key and vital in being 
able to understand the Word of God.  
 
Let's first look into the verse preceding and following  
 
Luke 10:1-20    Key:18 
 
"After these things" let's look into this, going into the preceding verses:  
 
Luke 9:57-62 
 
Jesus teaches against half heartedness and teaches to take the "plow" without looking 
back. To take the gospel forward, wholeheartedly. This Christ commissions His 
disciples to take the gospel plow.  
 
"The Lord appointed the 70 also and sent them to and two before His face into every 
city and place"  
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Satan-fall-like-lightning.html


In verses 2-16 we see the following: who, what, when, how, and why of the work of 
pushing the gospel plow forward 
 
In verse 17 they return and share their rejoicing in victory, conquering, and power for 
the wiles of Satan. They knew by his name the devil's are subject to them. There's 
power in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
Now verse 18 the root of the question. Jesus said it…… What was and is the context 
though? What does the original language mean? The individual online suggests to 
understand, or even know what was on the mind of Christ when He uttered these 
words. They point to Isaiah 14:12, which we will visit later, beforehand we must finish 
looking at these verses and the 18th in particular.  
 
Satan - G4567 : Satanás 
Σατανάς : Sat-an-as' 
Adversary, the name given to, the devil, the accuser 
 
Fall - G4098 : piptō petō 
Πίπτω λέγω : pip'-to 
To descend, the fall (literally or figuratively) 
 
Heaven - G3772 : ours is 
Ούρανός : οο-ran-os' 
The vaulted expanse of the sky 
 
Looking at the language you see an interesting picture formulating. An adversary, 
figuratively falling from the sky…… Pair this with commentary and preceding and 
following scriptural context and a clear picture emerges. 
 
I beheld Satan ... - “Satan” here denotes evidently the prince of the devils who had been 
cast out by the seventy disciples, for the discourse was respecting their power over evil 
spirits. “Lightning” is an image of “rapidity” or “quickness.” I saw Satan fall “quickly” or 
rapidly - as quick as lightning. The phrase “from heaven” is to be referred to the 
lightning, and does not mean that he saw “Satan” fall “from heaven,” but that he fell as 
quick as lightning from heaven or from the clouds. The whole expression then may 
mean, “I saw at your command devils immediately depart, as quick as the flash of 
lightning. I gave you this power - I saw it put forth - and I give also now, in addition to 
this, the power to tread on serpents,” etc. 
-Barnes Commentary 
 



Lightning comes suddenly, and with thunder. The thunder of the gospel brought down 
the devil as lightning: and indeed this is observable, the devil is so busy in no places 
where the gospel prevails, as in places where that joyful sound is not come, whether we 
consider his power with reference to men’s bodies or souls. This is one general 
advantage of gospel preaching, the devil will not endure the sound of it, so as to impose 
upon mankind, at that rate which he doth upon ignorant persons, that are heathens, or 
only differing from them in that they are baptized, and call themselves Christians. Christ 
saw this, as God, for the devil is not visible to human senses, as neither are any spirits; 
which showed the impudence of that popish impostor in Germany, who selling 
indulgences, (by which he pretended souls were delivered from purgatory), called to the 
people to look up and see them fly away. But Christ could see it as God, for he certainly 
knew that it would be, and that it already was, the blessed effect of the gospel. 
-Poole Commentary 
 
Really the better and more accurate explanation of this scripture is found in the context 
of gospel work. Christ was noting the power given to the disciples by His name to send 
Satan packing, in layman's terms. This power of the gospel and it's work, is further 
supported in verse 19 as Christ gives power for His disciples to trample.  
 
Next time we will look into Isaiah 14:12 and other scriptures that others use to teach the 
false theology of Satan falling from heaven due to his rebelion.  


