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Lion of Judah, Women, Misfits, Sinners, Kinsman-Redeemer 
 
Genealogy of Joseph:  
Mat 1:1  The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  
Mat 1:2  Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  
Mat 1:3  and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of 
Ram,  
Mat 1:4  and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,  
Mat 1:5  and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse,  
Mat 1:6  and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,  
Mat 1:7  and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph… 
Mat 1:15  and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob,  
Mat 1:16  and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.  
Mat 1:17  So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation 
to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.  
Mat 1:18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
 
Luke 3:23-38:  Details what is most commonly thought to be the genealogy of Mary’s family—going back to Adam, son of God. 
 
Judah: Gen 49:8 -11 "Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your 
father's sons shall bow down before you.  Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped 
down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?  The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the 
ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.  

• Name signifies praise of the Lord; describes warlike character of this tribe, which was assigned the first lot of the 
promised land; conquered by Caleb; the first who “lad hands on the necks of his enemies and routed and 
subdued them.” 

• Lion: Standard (ensign/flag) of Judah. 
• Scepter/Duration of power of this famous tribe: Not cease or depart until the birth of coming of Shiloh, 

signifying Jesus. (Shiloh meaning Messiah, “the peaceful one”—the Prince of Peace)  
Luk 1:32-33  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end." 

 
Tamar: Judah’s daughter-in-law. Married to eldest son, Er, then to Onan; promised to third son, Shelah. Judah unwilling 
to risk the life of his third son did not keep his promise.  Living/waiting at her father’s house, she resorted to the 
desperate measure of entrapping Judah, playing the harlot, conceiving Judah’s twin sons, Pharez and Zarah. Judah would 
have burned her for her “sin” until she produced his ring, cord, and staff.  

Gen 38:26  Then Judah identified them and said, "She is more righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son 
Shelah." And he did not know her again. 
 

Boaz, Kinsman Redeemer: Under Jewish law, if a man died, his closest male relative (kin) could pay money for the 
widow’s (a woman without resources in that day) land and marry her.  In this way, he became a “kinsman-redeemer.”  He 
was a relative (kin) who brought things back to the way they were supposed to be (redeemed). Boaz was a type of Jesus 
who was our kinsman redeemer.  Slaves of sin and without resources and without the ability to free ourselves, Jesus 
paid the price by his death on the cross. 

Rth 2:20  And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not 
forsaken the living or the dead!" Naomi also said to her, "The man is a close relative of ours, one of our 
redeemers." 
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Ruth: Moabite, Canaanite (Gentile) woman. Completely forsook her Canaanite family and heritage, choosing rather the 
God of Israel. 

Rth 1:16-17  But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there will I 
be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you." 
 
The Targum [Aramaic interpretation of the Hebrew Bible, about 1st century] adds several things to this 
conversation between Naomi and Ruth. I shall subjoin them: “And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee,” for I 
desire to become a proselyte. And Naomi said, We are commanded to keep the Sabbath and other holy days; and 
on it not to travel more than two thousand cubits. And Ruth said, “Whither thou goest, I will go.” And Naomi 
said, We are commanded not to lodge with the Gentiles. Ruth answered, “Where thou lodgest, I will lodge.” And 
Naomi said, We are commanded to observe the one hundred and thirteen precepts. Ruth answered, What thy 
people observe, that will I observe; as if they had been my people of old. And Naomi said, We are commanded 
not to worship with any strange worship. Ruth answered, “Thy God shall be my God.” Naomi said, We have four 
kinds of capital punishment for criminals; stoning, burning, beheading, and hanging. Ruth answered, “In 
whatsoever manner thou diest, I will die.” Naomi said, We have a house of burial. Ruth answered, “And there will 
I be buried.” (Clarke) 
 

David: Unarguably Israel’s greatest King.  God’s covenant with David:  
2Sa 7:16  And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 
Luk 1:32-34  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said 
Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 
 

Wife of Uriah-Bathsheba: Firstborn son died, judgement from God for David and her sin. Solomon promised to sit on the 
throne. 
Mary: Mother of Jesus. 
 
Geneology: Misfits, widows, unimportant, unknown, Gentiles, tarnished and sinful—some of whom changed the course 
of history by their simple, obedient lives. There is no doubt at all that thousands of Hebrew documents were destroyed 
at the destruction of Jerusalem. 
 
Joh 14:20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
Unfathomable idea of an actual identity exchange is implicit in conversion. Jesus described the process in terms his hearers could 
understand. To Nicodemus he called it being “born again” or “born from above,” indicating that spiritual life requires an identity 
change as drastic as a person’s first entrance into the world. As a result of this stuff-exchange, we carry within us not just the image 
of, or the philosophy of, or faith in, but the actual sub-stance of God. One staggering consequence credits us with the spiritual genes 
of Christ: as we stand before God, we are judged on the basis of Christ’s perfection, not our unworthiness. “If anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! . . . God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:17, 21). Elsewhere, Paul underscored, “Your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God” (Colossians 3:3). We are “in him” and he is “in us.” Just as the complete identity code of my body inheres in each individual 
cell, so also the reality of God permeates every cell in Christ’s Body, linking us members with a true, organic bond. I sense that bond 
when I meet strangers in India or Africa or California who share my loyalty to the Head; instantly we become brothers and sisters, 
fellow cells in Christ’s Body. I share the ecstasy of community in a universal Body that includes every man and woman in whom God 
resides. “Wonderfully and Fearfully Made, by Phillip Yancey.” 

1. Lion of the Tribe of Judah: Who was shadow of this in the OT? Describe the attributes of a lion. 
2. Everlasting Sceptre of Righteousness: Jesus our Lawgiver.  Do we have the right to rule our own lives? 
3. How does the picture of Jesus’ Genealogy give us hope? 
4. Becoming a New Creation: What are the implications as far as our relationship to Christ? 


